LESSON 5

TO LIVE IS CHRIST

Human Powerlessness
Ecclesiastes 8:2—9:12

“This is the evil in everything that happens under the sun:  The same destiny overtakes all.” Ecclesiastes 9:3a

Day 1:  Read Ecclesiastes 8:2–9.

1.
What practical advice does the Teacher give for getting along with those in authority?

2.
What reasons does the Teacher give for obeying the king?  (8:2–5)  What further reasons for obedience do we find in the New Testament? (1 Pet. 2:13–15; Rom. 13:1–5)  Under what circumstances is it right to disobey someone in authority?  (Acts 5:29)

3.
The phrase “time and procedure” (8:5b, 6) seems to refer to a wise person’s ability to time his or her words and actions well, perhaps when it is necessary to bring up thorny issues with someone in authority. How does verse 7 call into question this commonly accepted bit of wisdom?

Day 2:  Read Ecclesiastes 8:9—9:3.
4.
What evils are described in 8:9–10?

5.
In today’s passage the Teacher makes observations about the fates of the righteous and the wicked. 

a. What principle is found in verses 8:12b–13? 



b. What principle is found in verse 14?



c. If these observations seem at odds with each other, why might that be? (vss. 16–17)

Day 3: Read Ecclesiastes 8:16—9:4.
6.
These verses teach that mere human wisdom is not up to the task of discovering the meaning of life.  What have we been given that enables us to discover meaning?  (1 Cor. 1:20–25, 30;     Eph. 1:7–10; Heb. 1:1–3)


7.
What is the Teacher’s assessment of the human heart? (9:3) Is this view just a reflection of his pessimism?  What does the rest of Scripture say on the subject?  (Ps. 14:1–3; Jn. 8:34;          Rom. 3:10–18)

8.
The Teacher and the rest of Scripture both attest to the seriousness of sin in the human heart.  Why is what the Teacher says only a half-truth?  What is he missing?  (Ps. 32:1–5; Jn. 8:34​–36; Rom. 3:21–26)

Day 4:  Read Ecclesiastes 8:7–8; 9:1–12.

9.
Do you think about death much?  Why or why not?  How can it be beneficial to remember in a healthy way that we are all going to die, and that we do not know when?

10.
How do the things that you spend time on hold up in the face of inevitable death?  Do they retain their value?  Or are they shown to be futile?

11.
The Teacher states, “The same destiny overtakes all” (9:3). Who is the only person ever to have a choice in the matter of his own death?  (Jn. 10:17–18; Phil. 2:5–8)

12.
What difference does Jesus’ resurrection, and the promise of our resurrection, make in how we view life now?  (1 Cor. 15:13–20; 1 Thess. 4:13–14; 1 Pet. 1:3–9)

13.
Describe the Teacher’s idea of what happens after death.  Describe the vision given in the New Testament of what awaits believers when they die.   (Rev. 21:2–4; 22:1–5)

Day 5:  Read Ecclesiastes 8:15; 9:4–12.

14.
Focus on 8:15 and 9:7–10.  What does the Teacher exhort his hearers to do?  Why is this the best advice he can offer?  (Hint:  What phrase does he repeat four times that shows the limits of his experience and wisdom?)

15.
The Teacher has already made it clear that no ultimate meaning can be found in any earthly work or pleasure.  Nevertheless, these things have some comparative value for him. Compared to what do these things look pretty good?  (8:8; 9:2–4, 10) What hints are there in these verses that his advice is not entirely satisfying, even to him? 

16.
What picture of life do we get from 9:11?  How does this picture compare with messages our culture sends about achieving our dreams?  Which view of life do you think is more accurate?  Why?

17.
What gets the final word in this section of teaching? (9:12) Who gets the truly final word in real life? (1 Cor. 15:51–57)

