A Study of the Gospel of Luke, Part Two

Lesson 11

» Read Luke 16:1-31.

Many commentators believe that “[t]he parable of the Unjust Steward...may well be
the most difficult of all the parables of Jesus.”"

This section in Luke teaches us about money. Before reading today’s passage, describe your relationship to
money. (For example: How often do you think about it? How do you use your resources? How does having
or not having money make you feel?)

» Reread Luke 16:1-13.

1. The parable begins with a rich man, a manager, and an accuser. Summarize the plan the manager
settles on given that he is about to lose his job because he has wasted his boss’s possessions. (vv. 4-7)

The manager is praised for acting
shrewdly. The Greek word for
shrewdly can also be translated
2. What do the manager’s actions in verses 3-7 tell us about what prudently, wisely, or sensibly.*
he is like?

3. “Jesus’ point [in verse 8b] was that worldly people often use the resources at their disposal more
effectively than do people of the light - even though their aims are quite different.”? What would it look
like for believers to use their resources “shrewdly,” with an eternal perspective?



“The sayings in 16:10-13 are independent of the parable that precedes them, but they reinforce its
teaching.”4
a. What does Jesus teach are the results of being trustworthy? (vv.10-12)

b. Although it is possible to love God and have material wealth, what does verse 13 teach?

So many of us are enslaved by money. How can Jesus’ teaching in this passage bring freedom?

What are some ways that you are truly rich that have nothing to do with worldly wealth or
possessions?

» Read Luke 16:14-18.

7.

Even though the Pharisees love worldly riches, they are constantly trying to look good before others.
Why do they fail to fool God? (v.15)

As part of his response to the sneering of the Pharisees, Jesus says that “[w]hat people value highly is
detestable in God’s sight” (v. 15). List some things that people value highly that might fall into the
category of detestable to God, and why.

James 2:10 tells us, “For whoever keeps
the whole law and yet stumbles at just
one point is guilty of breaking all of it.”
Perhaps Jesus’ warning about divorce
(v.18) is here to confront the Pharisees
who tended to conveniently minimize®
this aspect of the law so they could
justify themselves before others.




“The coming of Jesus marked a watershed. Up till then God’s revelation had been made in the law...and
the prophets.... Now the good news of the kingdom of God is preached.”>s How would you communicate
the “good news of the kingdom” (v. 16) to someone who recognizes that they are unable to keep God’s

law perfectly? (These verses may be helpful: Rom. 3:19-26, 8:1-3; Gal. 3:21-25)

» Read Luke 16:19-31.

This story begins in the same way as the previous one: “There was a certain rich
man” (vv. 1, 19). “This strongly suggests that, in both of these parables, there is an

intention to teach the proper use of wealth.””

10. In this section Jesus tells a story of a rich man and Lazarus. Fill in the chart below by describing these

two men.

In this life In the next life

The Rich Man

Lazarus

How the Richy Mawv Sees Lagarus
The rich man never sees Lazarus as an equal. He does nothing to alleviate his
suffering in life and wants him to do his bidding even after death!

11. What does Abraham say is the purpose of the “great chasm” (v. 26) that lies between the rich man and

Lazarus? (v. 26)

12. The rich man does not want his family to experience the same torment he is in.

a. What does he propose to Abraham? (vv.27-28)



b. What does the rich man assume about his relatives? (vv. 27, 30)

c. What does Abraham reveal about their hearts? (v.31)

13. Someone was indeed sent “from the dead” (v. 30; Acts 2:24); in response some believe, some doubt, and
some remain in their unbelief. “The death and resurrection of Jesus meant that everything God had
promised, from the very beginning, would come to pass.”8

How does Jesus’ resurrection encourage you to live for things that are eternal and highly valued by God,
instead of temporal things and things that are highly valued by people?
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