
Evidence for Faith 

 

A Study of the Gospel of Luke – Part One 
Lesson 21 

 
1.   Read Luke 8:40–56 on the last page of the lesson.  Now read the other gospel accounts on that page.  

Take time to compare and highlight different parts of this event that add to or enrich Luke’s record.  
You may want to keep this page out as you work through the lesson. 

 
 
2. How does Jairus, this leading citizen of Capernaum, 

approach Jesus?  (v. 41) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.   Jairus has pushed his way through the crowd because 

his only daughter is lying at home dying.  Try to 
imagine yourself in Jairus’s situation.  How would he probably have been feeling? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.   What delays the trip to Jairus’s house?  (vv. 43–48; See if you can come up with more than one answer.)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.   What do we know about the woman who slips through the crowd to touch Jesus?  (v. 43; Mk. 5:26) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.   What does the Law have to say about the woman’s condition?  (Lev. 15:25–33) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jairus 

 

Jairus, as synagogue ruler, would be 
“the official who was responsible 
for the arrangements at the 
synagogue services.  He would 
select, for example, those who 
would lead in the prayer, read the 
Scripture and preach.  He was thus 
a man of eminence in the 
community.”1 
 



7.   In light of the Law, what do you think this woman’s life has been like for the past 12 years?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.   What hope do Jairus and the woman both have when they come to Jesus?  (Mk. 5:23, 28) 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Why can’t the woman slip away unnoticed after touching Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
10.  Though there is the pressing need to get to Jairus’s house, why do you think it is so important for Jesus 

to know and interact with the one who “touched” (v. 45) him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.  Undoubtedly Jairus is desperate for Jesus to get to his house. 

How does Jesus respond to the crushing news Jairus receives 
along the way?  (v. 50) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12.  When Jesus raised the widow’s son in Luke 7:11–17, many witnessed the miracle.  In the case of Jairus’s 

daughter only a few (v. 51) are allowed the privilege of seeing her raised.  Why do you think this is so?  
(Consider the following verses: 40, 45b, 56; Mt. 9:26; and Mk. 1:43–45.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
13.  The resurrection of Jairus’s only daughter points forward to the resurrection of God’s only son.  What is 

the difference between Jesus’ resurrection and the little girl’s resurrection?  (Jn. 10:17–18; 11:25;           
1 Cor. 15:20–22) 

 
 
 
 

Under the Law, this woman would 
have defiled God’s sanctuary (Lev. 
15:31) and so was excluded from the 
central place of worship for the 
nation.  In her desperation she 
reaches out and touches Jesus and 
finds that her uncleanness is taken 
away, and she receives acceptance, 
healing, and peace. 
 



14.  While Jesus was gracious in healing many during his earthly ministry and raised at least three people 
who had died, what greater truths do these tangible miracles help us understand? 
Jn. 5:24; Eph. 2:5 

 
 
 
 
 

Rom. 6:6–7; Col. 3:1–3 
 
 
 
 
 

Jn. 5:28–29a; 1 Thess. 4:16–17 
 
 
 
 
 

15. In this week’s passage, we have seen 
 

a prominent man humble himself before Jesus in spite of a large crowd 
and 

a marginalized woman courageously approach Jesus in the midst of the same large crowd. 
 
 
Desperation and hope have driven both of them to the only one who could truly help them.  What 
similarities or differences do you see between your own life and theirs?  (You may want to consider 
what makes you feel desperate and needy versus self-sufficient and able to handle life on your own.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditate on John 15:5, in which Jesus says,  
“apart from Me [that is, cut off from vital union with Me] you can do nothing” (Amplified version). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Leon Morris. The Gospel According to St. Luke: Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (London: Inter-Varsity Press, 1980), 158. 
2 Ibid. 
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